In My Father’s Garden
Meeting Notes          Sept. 9, 2008
The meeting opened with a prayer by Pastor Allan Briggs, followed by a beautiful song written and played by Sam Caudill and accompanied by Brian Brodhead. The song, titled “In My Father’s Garden” was written by Sam, through inspiration at the formation of this group.  Thanks Sam and Brian!!
Joan Case shared the inspiration for the group stemming from the last couple years of thought that she and others from the Church had, regarding forming an Artist’s group centered on God. This group is unique since most other artists-formed groups center on a specific medium, yet this group centers on the artist’s God given talents and how the artists can share their gifts to the Glory of God.

Much of this first meeting was devoted to discussion as to where everyone wanted to see the group go.  We touched on many purposes and activities which such a group would lend it’s self to, among these are:  Ways to share our faith through our art, different programs that we could put on for others, and ways to teach others our art forms.  Some of the “field trip” events that were talked about are:
· Museum tours (Princeton and Rutgers were suggested)

· The Roxbury Art Association

· The Pastel Society’s event on Sept 20

· Hispanic Society

· The Myhelan Artist’s Network

· The Morris Museum

· The Ridgewood Art Institute



www.njwcs.org was suggested as another resource.

We then went around the room giving our names and are of area passion.

- I am just remembering how much joy I received from drawing, I just began again after over 30 years - Jeanne Carroll
-I feel my photographs are a little piece of God I’m are trying to convey to others - Jerome Carroll
-Join me at Club Shongum to Paint! Do something people will remember! -Shirley Bean
-I find gratitude that I have found ways of expressing my inner beauty, I have a grateful heart. - Joan Shearer-Miller
-I have no talent as an artist, but think this is a wonderful idea for a group and a great way to reach out to others. – Pastor Allan Briggs 

-I share my faith through my art.-Kim Shearer
-Through our Musicals program at the fire house we sought to bring Christian values to main stream America (Chester & Long Valley) - Roy Ischishita
-I enjoy seeing the art others do and enjoy photography – Kathy Perry

-I am here as the musician’s wife and I can offer the gift of hospitality - Debbie Caudill
-I have been using my music to share Christ’s message for 35 years - Sam Caudill
-I just picked up the guitar again after many years. I am involved in our Sunday worship and am happy to join Sam in his music – Brian Brodhead
-I’m newly married and new to the area and I have been exploring the gifts God has given me - Kathy Rupff
-I draw inspiration from my mother who became a painter late in life she gave me the gift to see things differently – Kate Reilly Lund
-Poetry brings me comfort and joy. It is my anchor. The vein of God goes through me. - Elaine Jacobus
-I never decided to write (poetry) it just comes to me, I’m usually inspired by things going on in my life-Susan Schindelar
-I have been taking pictures for many years and I am inspired by all the beauty that God has given us! - Joan Case
The sharing was an inspiration to all and the atmosphere was bright and loving.

Our group focus is on ‘God’s Awe’ as perceived by the artist. The feeling of “on your knees thanks”, of “God pouring through me” was expressed. The notion of having a theme and let each artist’s work reflect how that theme is manifested was also discussed. Our diverse talents are unique and can build on each other when displayed or presented together. 
Some time for fellowship was savored as hopes of future possibilities of this small group dances in the imagination of all those present.
The next meeting is scheduled for October 14th from 7pm to 9pm in Zezzo Hall at the First Congregational Church in Chester. Elaine and Susan agreed to share their poetry and Joan Case will share her photos. 

Come back and join us!  All are welcome, even just to visit!  Hope to see you there!
More info?  Email us at inmyfathersgarden@gmail.com

“To God be the Glory!”

